[Anaesthesia tomorrow. Looking to the future].
As in past and present times anaesthesiology will remain the central and original part in the spectrum of anaesthesiology, emergency, pain and intensive-care medicine also in the future. Nevertheless, profound changes will take place within the next few years promoting the anaesthesiologist to the manager of the perioperative workflow. Soft and hard skills like qualification in organisation, team-leading, costing and overall quality management will be mandatory. On the other hand, medical and scientific visions should also remain in scope. Improvements in selectivity of pharmacology and monitoring in anaesthesiology and reduction of perioperative morbidity should also be actively promoted. To provide independence from commercial goals of industrial companies and to enable developments from basic research up to evidence-based clinical applications, concentration of knowledge and financial resources in centres of excellence will be imperative.